
8 Reasons to use concept Classifier with FAST Search  

#1 To tag documents with conceptual metadata  
 
The Issue:  FAST Search provides powerful entity extraction facilities and can also identify some concepts using 
linguistic analysis. These are excellent features, but they do not provide a comprehensive basis for accurate     
automatic document classification because they only identify a very small percentage of all multi-word concepts in a 
document. Accurate document classification requires an understanding of every meaningful multi-word concepts in 
every document. 
 
The Solution:  conceptClassifier  is available as a FAST Stage allowing it to be installed as an integral part of the 
standard FAST processing pipeline. This mechanism injects the resulting metadata directly into the FAST index and 
can work with any content source supported by FAST. 

#2 To improve Fast Search  
 
The Issue:  FAST Search provides excellent guided navigation facilities based on document metadata. But these 
facilities are powerless unless accurate and consistently applied metadata tags are available for all content.  
 
The Solution: conceptClassifier  can automatically classify any type of content in a FAST index. Now all content 
can be included in the powerful guided navigation provided by the FAST search engine. 
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#3 Go beyond the dynamic clustering provided by FAST Search  
 
The Issue:  FAST Search provides an option to generate a taxonomy-on-the-fly based on an analysis of content 
coming from search results. This is a nice facility, and it can even be based on a controlled vocabulary if required, 
but no document metadata is being created. This facility is based upon an analysis performed at query time and for 
performance reasons this is necessarily based on text fragments extracted from the top few documents returned by 
a query.  
 
The Solution: conceptClassifier  processes documents at index time and the resulting metadata is stored in the  
search index. This is much more efficient and accurate than any dynamic clustering approach. In addition, concept-
Classifier  allows the user to browse all of the content using the taxonomy structures without the need to specify any 
query text. The combination with the FAST or SharePoint search platform enables the ability to dynamically cluster 
filtering on all conceptual metadata plus the user ability to browse all documents related to a particular subject    
resulting in significantly improved search precision and the user experience. 

#4 Classify using concepts, not just simple keywords  
 
The Issue: Accurate document classification needs to use multi-word concepts in the matching algorithms because 
single words in isolation are inherently ambiguous leading to low precision. 
 
The Solution: conceptClassifier  uses a unique advanced statistical concept identification technology (compound 
term processing) to classify unstructured documents against taxonomy structures. This mechanism provides highly 
accurate automatic document classification while allowing the taxonomy designers to work with natural language 
rules. 


